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ABSTRACT 


This thesis examines a variety of Alberta Hutterite 
population characteristics as they existed in 1971, in 
order to determine the recent pattern of Hutterite growth. 
Growth of the Hutterite population depends primarily upon 
an unusual fertility experience, therefore emphasis has 
been placed in this study on the possibility of changing 
fertility patterns. 

The data used to analyze Hutterite population 
characteristics originate from a request for a special tabu- 
lation from the 1971 Census of Canada. Estimates of 
fertility (crude birth rate, total-fertility rate, and age- 
specific fertility rates); mortality terude death rate and 
infant mortality rate); marriage (average age at marriage); 
and growth (rate of natural increase) are derived from the 
census data. In addition, Hutterite characteristics such 
as age distribution, level of schooling, language spoken at 
home, and period of immigration are also examined. The 
results of the analysis of 1971 Alberta Hutterite data have 
been compared to data collected by Eaton and Mayer (1953), 
who conducted an extensive study of Hutterite demography 
ing 1950: 

The results of the analysis reveal significant changes 
in recent Alberta Hutterite demography in the following 
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1 The Hutterite crude birth rate has declined 
PUOled evel Opto = in 1950 “to. 38..4° in: 1.971%. 
The age-specific fertility rates also declined 
significantly in every five-year age group 
between 20 and 49 years. Only the 15-19 year 
age-specific rate increased. 

As a result of the lower birth rate there is 
a lesser proportion of the total population 


between the ages of 0 and 5 years in 1971 
compared to 1950. 


2. The Hutterite mean age at marriage has risen 
from 22.0 years to 24.9 years for females; 
and from 23.5, years,» to 26.0 years. for males 


between 1950 and 1971. 


3. Hutterite female mortality has declined to the 
point where there are now more females than 
males in the age groups over 40; whereas in 
1950 males outnumbered females in the latter 


half of the age distribution. 


4. The Hutterite rate of natural increase has 

deci inederr0ne4 1,5) 1m 1950 (to. 35. Sein 1971 
In conclusion there is a brief discussion of possible 
determinants of these changes, including such possibilities 


as the adoption of birth control practices, postponement 
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of marriage to defer childbearing, and increasing preva- 


lence of premarital sexual relations. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 


The past and present pattern of growth of the 
Hutterite population of North America depends primarily on 
an unusual fertility experience. Mortality conditions 
among the Hutterian Brethren are similar to those of the 
average Canadian; and due to certain religious precepts it 
is in essence a population closed to migration. Therefore 
fertility performance is the major distinguishing demo- 
graphic feature of the Hutterite population. It is for 
this reason that the present study will attempt to monitor 
the course of recent Hutterite fertility performance, with 


emphasis ron the posstbilityson changing fertility patterns. 


Population History 


The Hutterite religious sect had its origins in 
Switzerland in the 16th century. During the reformation a 
group believing in adult baptism (subsequently called 
"Anabaptist") broke away from the established churches. A 
Swiss group established an Anabaptist church in Zurich in 
1525. Their beliefs included adult baptism, the separation 
of true Christians from worldly affairs, and a belief in 
non-resistance. 

However, about this same time a militant group of 


Anabaptists led the Peasants Revolt in Germany. The revolt 
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was crushed and resulted in the persecution of all 
Anabaptists, militant or pacifist. Some of these people 
fled to Moravia, where under the eventual leadership of 
Jacob Hutter, they practiced communal living. Many of 
MuECten Ss iprinciplkesmaretthe basisefor the: Hutterite life in 
Alberta today. 

The continued persecution forced the "Hutterite group" 
(the original Moravian Anabaptists) to move periodically. 
Between 1564 and 1770 they lived in Moravia, Hungary, 
Transylvania. Wallachia. (Ailbenta Report, 1972:1).<:In 1.770 
Catherine the Greate of Russia extended an invitation to 
German settlers to settle unimproved areas of Russia. The 
Hutterites took advantage of the offer and lived in Russia 
quite comfortably until 1870. At that time their military 
exemption was withdrawn and they were forced to find a new 
place to live. 

A Hutterite delegation travelled to the United States 
in 1873 and consulted with both railway and government 
Officteals.2e Both groups were anxious to have the Hutterites 
Settle sins thezU.iS4 withe Americans were quick to point out 
the freedom of religion guaranteed under the U.S. constitu- 
tion; but they were not willing to exempt the group from 
military service. However, it was pointed out to the 
delegation that any required military service was highly 
unlikely for the next 50 years. (Alberta Report, 1972:1). 


By 1879 100 Hutterite families emigrated from Russia 
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Eopmine US Set hing MenaSouth Dakota. About half of this 
group took advantage of the U.S. government's Homestead Act; 
while the other half established three colonies: Bon Homme, 
Wolf Creek, and Old Elm Spring. The latter two colonies 
are the parent groups of all Alberta colonies. 

Things went well for the U.S. Hutterites until World 
War I broke out in 1918. At this point they were again 
subject to persecution for their non-participation in the 
military (Alberta Report, 1972:1). 

Between 1917 and 1920 several Hutterite groups moved 
‘to Canada and established colonies in Manitoba and Alberta. 
In Alberta the Hutterites constitute two separate groups. 
The Darius-Leut groups take their name from Darius Walter, 
their leader. The Lehrer-Leut groups take their name from 
Jacob Wipf, a teacher (from which occupation the name of 
the group is derived). The Darius-Leut group, formed seven 
colonies and settled near Rosebud, Rockyford, McLeod, 
Cardston, Cayley, and Wilson Siding (all in the southern 
part of the ono winceln The Lehrer-Leut group formed five 
colonies, settling near Woolford, Magrath, and Raymond. 
ester, 1966:84). 

The number of colonies almost doubled in the next 
20 years, in part because some new members arrived from 
South Dakota, but primarily because of the natural increase 
of the population. Peters (1965) reports that from an 


original nine colonies, by 1964 Alberta had 56 colonies, 
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SaskateneWallao.ceand Manitoba 39. The population increased 
correspondingly (see Table | for details). 

In a report of the Hutterite Investigation Committee 
(1959) an explanation is given for the relatively small 
percentage increase of Alberta Hutterites (10.4%) between 
Wol-and 1956. Jt is assumed that. the 377 Saskatchewan 
Hutterites appearing in that province in 1956, actually 
emigrated from Alberta some time during the period 1951 to 
1956. This assumption is strengthened by the fact that no 
Hutterites were recorded in Saskatchewan in 1951. There- 
fore these figures were added to the 1956 Alberta population 
to show what the increase would have been had the colonists 
not left Alberta. A complete list of the Hutterite colonies 
in Alberta as well as their populations, as of 1964 is given 
in Appendix A. 

It must also be noted that although the Hutterite 
growths 1951-561 (19252) is very simaar wo that of the 
province as a whole (19.6%); one may note that the Hutterite 
increase is solely roi natural increase. Alberta's growth 
has an additional migration eoripan amt Between 1951 and 
1956 about 34.12 of "Alberta's totalocrowln can de attri- 
buted to Migrations For -the period 1956 ton1971 the figure 
is about 23.9% (Canada Yearbook, 1973:209). 

At the rate the Hutterite populations in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan were growing (approximately 3.9% per year 


between 1951 and 1956, and 4.3% per year between 1956 and 
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1964) they would double in size in about 18 years. However, 
as cansberseensfrom=the 1971) Firaures this in®fact “did not 
happen because the rate of growth dropped significantly 
between 1964 and 1971: 

According to the 1959 Investigation Committee Report, 
there were a total of 392,102 acres held by 55 Hutterite 
colonies in Alberta in 1958, as well as an additional 
3,423 acres held by individuals. The average for each 
colony was approximately 7,200 acres (with varying propor- 
tions of this land being non-arable). Utilizing an 
estimated total Hutterite population of 5,000, the report 
states the average colony was comprised of 90 persons. In 
1956, the Hutterites ae Alberta apparently occupied less 
than 1% of all Alberta farmland, although the land they did 
occupy was in the better soil zones (Lester, 1966:82). 

In the early years of the Hutterite expansion after 
their initial emigration to Alberta between 1918 and 1922, 
there was little concern expressed by the surrounding 
population. In fact, with the onset of the depression in 
the 1930's, the Hutterite presence was actually welcomed. 
Because of their self-sufficiency, they were not as severely 
troubled by the depression and were in fact able to buy 
land, pay their taxes and patronize local businesses. 
(Peters, 1965:198). 

However, with the advent of World War II conditions 


changed. Farmers became anxious to expand their holdings 
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because farming was once again a profitable business. To 

do this they faced stiff competition from the Hutterites. 

At the same time the Hutterites, as conscientious objectors, 
were refusing to join the military service. Despite the 
fact that Hutterites of military age were performing 
alternative services in forestry and public works projects, 
the surrounding communities were antagonized. (Peters, 
1965:198). 

At this point in time legal restrictions were placed 
on Hutterites who wished to purchase land. In 1947 the 
Alberta government imposed "the Communal Property Act". The 
Act specifically stated that no Hutterite colony could 
purchase or acquire land within 40 miles of an existing 
colony. It also limited the number of acres of land a 
colony cou ke hold to 6,400 acres in Zone 1 (which consisted 
of the best farmland), slightly more in Zone 2, and yet 
more in Zone 3 (which is marginal land). The Act was 
slightly modified in 1959, as a result of the Investigation 
Committee Report. It as modified so that more colonies 
were allowed to buy land in ie of the larger municipalities. 

As it worked, a government committee would decide 
whether an application to purchase new land would be accepted 
or not. When a farmer agreed with a group of Hutterites to 
sell some land for a particular price, the committee would 
hold a hearing at which both the buyer and seller had to be 


present. The director of the committee actually had the 
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power to permit or refuse the transaction. If the applica- 
tion was refused, the purchasing party could appeal the 
decision after a year. (Gross, 1965:147). 

Later, public objection to Hutterite expansion 
centered around the idea that Hutterites deprive their 
children of an adequate education by isolating them and 
educating them themselves. Peters (1965:67) feels that 
this type of antagonism and complaint is merely a symptom 
of a larger problem which has developed primarily because 
of a changing pattern of rural life; a development for 
‘which the Hutterites are not responsible. The same idea 
was discussed in the Alberta 1972 Select Committee Report. 
The process of change involves the introduction of modern 
technology to the farming industry and the subsequent 
threat to the existence of the small farmer. 

Since 1931 there has been a marked decline in the 
province's rural farm population. The size of farms 
increased and, according to Peters, the farmer began to 
have more leisure as arte of increased mechanization. 
"The traditional community ciate and sports events were 
to. some extent replaced by commercial entertainment." 
(Peters, 1965:67). As roads improved, cars enabled the 
farmer to have easy access to larger business and commercial 
centres. Smaller towns suffered economically. 

This movement towards farm consolidation and the 


resultant disintegration of older communities threatened the 
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"old way of life" of many frustrated farmers. The 
Hutterites, because of their voluntary isolation and unusual 
appearance were often identified as the cause of the pro- 
blem (Peters, 1965:67). 

However, despite these feelings of many rural 
residents of Alberta, the provincial government abandoned 
the Communal Property Act in 1972 when it was found in 


conflict with the Alberta Bill of Rights. 


Previous Research 

Recent research on the Hutterites is limited and most 
of what is available was published in the early 1950's or 
1960's. During that time several studies were conducted 
byveaton, metro. (Oooo o. cand. 1957), peter (1965); 
and Cook (4954) on various aspects of the United States 
Hutterites. 

In the meantime, a handful of studies were completed 
on the Canadian Hutterite situation. (Lester, 1961; 

Peter, 1965; Gross, 1955; Province of Alberta, 1959; and 
Province of Alberta, 1972). ‘None of these investigations 
have had a specific demographic focus. 

The majority of the work on Hutterites (Canadian or 
American) has had a cultural focus although there have also 
been some with a biological focus. Of all the research 
dealing with Hutterites to date, only two studies have 


dealt rather exclusively and in detail with Hutterite 
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demographic characteristics. Eaton and Mayer (1953) and 
Robert Cook (1954) both provide a complete population 
profile of the United States and the Canadian Hutterites. 

Eaton and Mayer describe the relevant circumstances 
surrounding the stable pattern of rapid growth of the 
Hutterite population in the U.S. and Canada. They describe 
several social-psychological tendencies favouring the high 
fertility, as well as factors tending to lower Hutterite 
reproduction. All of these will be discussed in more 
detail in the next chapter . Their analysis of data provides 
‘information on average family size, rate of population 
increase, age and sex structure, mortality, and population 
Fertilitys eto? | 

Robert Cook's research traces Hutterite population 
growth from their arrival in South Dakota from Russia, 
between 1874 and 1877, to 1950. His analysis includes 
information on birth rates, age and sex structure, com- 
pleted family size, mortality, and average age at marriage. 

For the most part, Cook's work closely parallels that 
of Eaton and Mayer. 

The government of the Province of Alberta itself has 
undertaken two separate studies of the Hutterites in Alberta. 
In 1959 there was the Report of the Hutterite Investigation 
Committee. This Committee studied the Hutterite situation 
fully in terms of the then operating Communal Property Act. 


However, the Committee did not undertake an examination of 
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detailed demographic data, primarily because no separate 
figures had been kept of Hutterite reproductive rates by 
the Bureau of Vital Statistics. In the absence of any data 
broken down by age-sex groups, it was impossible to develop 
an accurate profile of the Hutterite population. 

With the proposal of the Alberta Bill of Rights Act 
in 1972, pressure was once again put on the provincial 
government to re-examine the Communal Property Act. The 
investigation by a Select Committee led to the Report on 
Communal Property in 1972. This Report dealt with all 
aspects of Hutterite life (i.e., their culture, economy, 
educational system, history, etc.); but again omitted a 
population profile due to a lack of datas. 

Given the unique demographic and cultural characteris- 
tics of the Hutterite population and the social forces 
acting on it today, there is a need to know what changes 
have occurred in Alberta Hutterite family size, age and 
sex distribution, and rate of population increase in the 


last 20 years. This thesis is directed toward that end. 
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CHAPTER II 


POPULATION GROWTH AND CULTURE 


Population Growth 


The Hutterite population is unique in several 
respects... Itshas .grown .rapidly <ain a fairly stable pattern 
for 80 years and more under isolated conditions. However, 
due to general population and agricultural developments in 
the province as a whole, the Hutterites are subject to 
increasing external pressure for change. Few other popu- 
lations in the world come as close to duplicating a theore- 
tical stable population. Eaton and Mayer report that 
although a statistical model of a stable population has 
never been ‘found in nature, the Hutterites "come very close 
to showing its characteristics" (1953:249). They substan- 
tiate this with a presentation of population pyramids in 
which they demonstrate anproximately similarly shaped 
Hutterite pyramids for the decades 1910 to 1950 (Eaton and 
Mayer, 1953:216). Because the Hutterite population growth 
pattern is not characterized by cycles like those of most 
western societies, where economic depressions, wars, or 
other factors influence population growth, the Hutterite 
population may be used as a "social laboratory". 

In theory, a stable population is a closed popula- 


tion (no in- or out-migration) experiencing the same 
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mortalitycand fertilityirisksforemany® years... Such: a 
population has an unvarying age distribution, increases at 
a constant rate, and has constant birth and death rates. 

It was Lotka (1911) who outlined the idea that continuation 
of a specified mortality and fertility schedule would lead 
to an unchanging age distribution called "stable". 

The stable age distribution is often closely approxi- 
mated under the demographic conditions found in many under- 
developed countries. This is referred to as a "quasi-stable" 
population because it is characterized by steadily falling 
‘mortality and constant fertility, rather than both constant 
fertility and mortality. 

Hutterite colonies are virtually closed to migration 
(both in- and out-migration are negligible although not 
completely absent). The Hutterite population has experienced 
a relatively low mortality rate similar to that of the rest 
of the United States population (Eaton and Mayer, 1953:280), 
because they have taken advantage of the sophisticated 
medical care that is available to most Americans. Lastly, 
the Hutterites have been known to maintain a consistently 
high level of fertility throughout their history, virtually 
uninfluenced by any form of birth control. These attributes 
combine to produce a population experiencing extremely rapid 
growth. Because the pattern of growth is relatively stable, 
feufacilitatesma comparison of vital statistics of the jgrnoup 


over time, since the statistics are always based on a 
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population which despite its increase in numbers remains 
stable in proportionate age and sex distribution. 

In any discussion of population fecundity, there are a 
few populations in which the average number of births per 
couple reaches seven. Among populations whose members 
practise no form of birth control, Freedman, Whelpton, and 
Campbell (1959) report that the most prolific are the 
Hutterites, with 10.4 births per couple, and some rural 
French with 10.0 births per couple. 

Jacques Henripin (1954) did a more complete study of 
rural French Canadian fertility. He found that during the 
seventeenth century French Canadians were multiplying as 
fast as Hutterites were in the 1950's. The French Canadian 
crude birth rate was 53.7 and the crude death rate 21.5 
during the period 1681 to 1720. The rate of natural 
increase was thus 32.2 per thousand population which is 
lower than that of the Hutterites (reported by Eaton and 
Mayer, 1953), although Hutterites did not equal the high 
birth rate of the French Canadians during their peak. 

A very high level of fertility continued to character- 
ize the population of Quebec during the middle part of the 
nineteenth century, after the cessation of immigration and 
stabilization of the population structure. The crude birth 
rate around the time of the 1851 census, which provided 
complete information on the age and sex composition of the 


population was about 50.0 (Vincent and Henry, 1957). In 
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their study Vincent and Henry were interested in estimating 
the possible rate of increase of a stable population 
characterized by a complete release of potential for pro- 


creation as well as by low mortality. 


The 1880 Baseline 

The first complete count of Hutterites in North 
America was carried out during the 1880 United States 
population census. At that time most of the Hutterites had 
been in the U.S. from three to six years and were living in 
four colonies. 

Eaton and Mayer (1953:210) report three outstanding 
features of the Hutterite population as shown by the 1880 
census: | 

1. the total number of males and females were 

nearly equal (221 to 222) indicating "the 
Hutterites migrated as complete communities, 


taking all family members with them." 


2. males outnumbered females in all age groups 


over 40. 


3. almost half of the population was under 


15 years of age (47%). 


The 1950 Benchmark 
The next complete and detailed count of the North 


American Hutterite population (United States and Canada) 
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was carried out by Eaton and Mayer in 1950-(This was done 

in co-operation with the Hutterites and their elected 
leaders: ) By 1950, the original four colonies had branched 
out anto 93 colonies located in South Dakota, North Dakota, 
Montana, Alberta, and Manitoba. The detailed data collected 
covered 80% of the Hutterite population, that is, 71 

O17 93 colonies (Eaton and Mayer. 1953;212). The same three 
outstanding features reported from the 1880 census were 
again reported in 1950. 

The data collected by Eaton and Mayer eventually 
resulted in two very complete descriptions of the Hutterite 
social biology (Eaton and Mayer, 1953; and Cook, 1954). 
These two studies serve as the only available points of 
departure for detailed comparison of present Alberta 
Hutterite population characteristics. 

Cook reported that from 443 Hutterites who migrated 
from Russia to South Dakota between 1874 and 1877, the 
population increased over 19 fold, numbering 8,000 by 1950 
(Cook, 1954:98). Comparable crude birth and death rates, 
as well as crude rates of natural increase, for Canada, the 
ues. and UlSe Hutterites, are previded in’ table 2.) “The 
Hutterite crude death rate of 4.4 appears unusually low. 
This phenomenon can probably best be explained in terms of 
the relatively high Hutterite crude birth rate (45.9), and 
the subsequent youthfulness of the Hutterite population. 


Peters (1965) reports that Hutterite life expectancy 
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TABLE 2 


Crude Birth and Death Rates, and Crude Rates of Natural 
Increase, Canada, United States, and Hutterites, 1946-51 


Crude rate of 
natural increase 


Population Period cbr/000 cdr/000 0/00 
Hutterites 1946-50 45.9 4.4 #1555 
United States 1949-51 27.4 Sora 14.3 
Canada 1949-51 24.0 Tang" Lee? 


Source: Cook, (1954:98) and Canada Year Book, 
GlS5 4s Tab lew les epee. 
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approximates that of the Canadian and American white popu- 
tation, 

In the early 1950's the Hutterite population was 
increasing at a rate of 4.1% per year (Eaton and Mayer, 
1953:279), which means that it doubled every 16 years. At 
that time and on the basis of these growth patterns it was 
predicted there would be 12,600 Hutterites in the U.S.A. 
by 1960 (Eaton and Mayer, 1953:279); 18,000 by 1970; and 
70,000 by the year 2000 (Cook, 1954:97). 

The relative youthfulness of the Hutterite population 
-1S explained by the high level of fertility. The population 
is youthful in that a high percentage (44%) of the total 
populationeds underathesagelot 15°. Thevhignibirtherate 
creates successive waves of children who, due to favourable 
mortality conditions, survive to reproductive ages and in 
their turn provide for constant expansion through their own 
fertility performance. 

Although adult Hutterites tend to "live a long time, 
they are perpetually outnumbered by successive and increas- 
ing waves of children, most of whom survive," (Eaton and 
Mayer, 1953:279-280). In 1950, 51% of all Hutterites were 
under 15 years of age, 39% were in the reproductive ages 
15-44, and 10% were over 45 years of age (Cook, 1954). 

Cook reports that there seems to have been a slight 
increase in completed family size between 1880 and 1950 


(1954:100). Women just past their childbearing years 
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averaged slightly more children than older women (that is, 
10.9 children for women aged 45-49 years; and 9.2 children 
for those aged 70-74). He attributes the increase primarily 
to improved medical care, which would reduce the incidence 

of prenatal, infant and maternal mortality. More women would 
have survived the rigors of many pregnancies and thereby be 
capable of producing slightly more children who in turn 

would also have a better prognosis of survival. 

"In 1950, the average marriage age for Hutterite women 
Wise ces 0.) Or men 23,5; Tor the U.S., 20.5 for women, and 
23.6 for’men at firsti marriage" (Cook; 1954:103). The 
relatively higher age at marriage for Hutterites acts as a 
Major factor in reducing -totaliifertility. athis trendsisea 
direct result of the religious precept forbidding marriage 
prior to baptism. 

Cook also reports that in 1950 approximately 96% of 
Hutterite men and 86% of the women between the ages of 30 
and 34 were currently married. Among those 45 years of age 
and over, 99.4% of the men and 98.7% of the women were or 
had been married (Cook, 1954:103). These figures indicate 
a high degree of risk of pregnancy the population is exposed 
to when no methods of birth control are used. 

Record levels of fertility were recorded by Cook for 
Hutterites in every age-specific category except the 15-19 
group. The low birth rate of the teenage group was main- 


tained by the prohibition of pre-marital sexual relations 
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and the postponement of marriage until adult baptism. In 
accordance with these strict religious doctrines, he re- 
ported a low incidence of illegitimate births (10 such 
births between 1874,and 1950, Cook, 1954:100). In fact, 
the relatively late marriages among Hutterites reduce their 
birth rate considerably below its theoretically possible 
level, when it is recognized that 70 per thousand females 
in Canada and the U.S. in the age group 15-19 gave birth, 
whereas among Hutterites it was only 12 per thousand 
(Peters, 1955). 

Despite their unusual fertility performance, 
Hutterites tend to experience similar mortality conditions 
to the rest of the North American population. Cook reports 
that although the Hutterite crude death rate of 4.4 per 
thousand between 1941 and 1950 was much lower than that of 
the U.S. in 1950 (9.9 per thousand); this is almost entirely 
due to the fact that over half of the Hutterite population 
was under 15 years of age (Cook, 1954:100). 

It is interesting to note however, that Hutterite 
female mortality was higher than Hutterite male mortality, 
which is contrary to conditions in the larger North American 
por uieeon Cook found that female mortality was consis- 
tently higher than that of males in every age group, except 
children under 15 and adults over 60 (Cook, 1954:101). This 
unique aspect of Hutterite mortality is probably a con- 
sequence of the reproductive experience of Hutterite females. 


Eaton and Mayer explain the phenomenon by saying that, 
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although few Hutterite women die during pregnancy or child- 
birth, it is likely that frequent child bearing lowers 
their resistance to morbidity (1953:280). However, as yet 
the real relationship between fertility and mortality is 


not clear. 


Culture 

The major distinguishing religious beliefs of the 
Hutterites are: 

1. community of goods; 

2. non-resistance; 

3. baptism only by profession of faith (to mature 
adults who have demonstrated a satisfactory 
understanding of the Hutterite creed); and 

4.a refusal toOmtakes Oaths and hold public of fice. 

Within each colony there is a Preacher, who takes 
care of the spiritual needs of the members, and a Wirt 
(manager), who takes care of the community's economic 
affairs. The Preacher is chosen by lot whereas the Wirt is 
elected. (Only the adult males of the colony are allowed 
to vote.) Both leaders are assisted by an elected body of 
elders, usually five in number (Lester, 1966:84). 

Under the Wirt are several sub-managers who are 
responsible for specific tasks or different branches in the 
productive system (such as caring for the chickens, cows, 
or grain production). These sub-managers supervise the 


productive process to ensure that Hutterite norms of 
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"thriftiness and diligence" are maintained (Peters, 1956:28). 

The women are organized in a similar fashion but for 
different types of work. They are concerned primarily with 
domestic duties such as supervision of kindergarten, nursing, 
caring for the aged, cooking and cleaning. However, some 
women are involved in other branches of the productive 
system such as weaving and agricultural work (Peters, 1965:29). 

Each colony tries to be self-sufficient and produce 
mostsof the thangs necessary for daily living. To: do this, 
they utilize the most modern equipment available. During 
‘the process of buying equipment and selling surplus produce, 
the Hutterites are constantly brought into contact with the 
"outside world." The nature of their agricultural operation 
makes it impossible for them to remain completely isolated, 
although they do try to keep these outside contacts to a 
minimum (Lester, 1966:84). 

This Hutterite social system has several characteris- 
tics which encourage high levels of fertility. Eaton and 
Mayer (1968:279-283) outline these factors: 

1. The level of Hutterite fertility had been 

virtually uninfluenced by any form of birth 
control, because such practices are considered 
sinful. In addition, Hutterites have always 


considered having children a joy. 
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2. Through their system of communal property and 
their values of strong mutual support and 
group cohesiveness, the Hutterites guarantee 
econonre support’ torall. families. This 


lessens the financial burden of a large family. 


Sulheir relatively recent migration to North 
America provides them with access to excellent 
medical care, which they were quite willing 
to use and pay for. This allows for a high 
degree of reproductive efficiency, in that 


both infant and maternal mortality are low. 


4. Marriage is virtually universal in the Hutterite 
population, exposing a large proportion of the 
female population to the risk of childbearing 


during their lifetime. 


5. Because there is relatively little inter- 
colony migration or travel, marital separation 
is minimal. There is also very little divorce. 
This means that husband and wife are rarely 
separated during the fertile period; so there 
is virtually no time when a married woman is 
not exposed to the risk of pregnancy. 

All of the above factors have been termed "inter- 


mediate variables" by Davis and Blake (1956:221-235). These 
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variables represent means of fertility control which come 
between the social norms regarding family size and actual 
EO@ur pity. 

In combination, the above factors contribute to 
realization of high levels of fertility. However, it should 
be noted that many of them are not unique to the Hutterite 
population. Most of North America has similar access to 
health care facilities.. There are also many primitive popu- 
lations who live uninfluenced by any form of birth control 
and provide strong group support for child rearing (for 
‘example through an extended family system). It is the 
FAaCtUmtndtaationive chardeverisimcs are=present: ine the 
Hutterite population that differentiates it from other 
populations. 

Eaton and Mayer (1953: 282) point out several factors 
acting in the opposite direction, that is tending to lower 
reproductive performance. For instance, Hutterite religious 
beliefs prohibit sexual* relations prior’ to’ marriage. The 
steps taken to maintain the norm include strict supervision 
of adolescents, strong indoctrination, and punishment of 
offenders (in the form of excommunication). 

Working in combination with the above is the Hutterite 
norm that no one can be married prior to baptism. Since 
baptism is administered only on profession of faith by a 
mature adult, who has demonstrated satisfactory understanding 


of the Hutterite religion, most Hutterites are not baptized 
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until they reach the age of at least 20 years. The net 
result is an older age at marriage and in, turn a slightly 
reduced lifetime exposure to the risk of childbearing. 

Eaton and Mayer also mentioned a Hutterite attitude 
Pato ute1s) good not to uwmarry .’ too early wa. Lhe measons 
for this are that a girl does not usually want to leave her 
Ran Yes COOwS00n 3 and. a ucirT lL is) not usta lly van 1,0mse -t0 
take on the extra work and responsibilities of a married 
woman (Eaton and Mayer, 1953:282). 

Some mention is made of isolated instances involving 
surgical interference with reproduction (for example 
abortion or sterilization) to protect a mother's health 
(Eaton and Mayer, 1953:282). Eaton and Mayer put forth 
the idea in 1953: that certain birth control practices, such 
as sterilization and the rhythm method, may have been coming 
into use at that time, primarily amongst women over the age 
of 35. They had little data to substantiate their claim 
but preliminary observation of a high incidence of abdominal 
surgical scars in women over 35 led them to speculate that 
not all sterilizations were performed for medical reasons. 
They did feel, however, that the impact on Hutterite 
fertility would not occur for some time. 

The net result of these various social characteristics 
is the creation of an environment conducive to the attain- 
ment of an extremely high level of fertility, but a level 


much lower than the possible maximum. Hutterites exhibit 
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one of the highest rates of reproduction in the world, 
although it does not represent the actual level of fecundity. 

Despitestiesract that Hutterites are Continuing to 
exist as a highly cohesive social group, it is important not 
to overstate the degree of homogeneity in their life style. 
Hutterites do not have unanimous beliefs in all areas of 
living. Changes have occurred in their culture, although 
very slowly. The generally low degree of variability 
between Hutterite families and colonies is due largely to 
a common history dating back four centuries and a strong 
religious force encouraging a high rate of in-group marriage. 
Their voluntary isolation from most outside social 
influences con feiputes to the strength of -their value 
system. 

Hutterites in Alberta today are experiencing a more 
severe and direct pressure on their culture than ever before, 
more so than when persecuted in the old world and during 
war time in the U.S.A. The competition for prime farm land 
in which they have Wecone engaged cannot immediately be 
alleviated with the abandonment of the Communal Property 
Act. The competition has brought them into closer contact 
with the “outside world" and makes their previous state of 
isolation a thing of the past. Visits from outside govern- 
ment officials, salesmen, etc., as well as their own visits 
to surrounding communities are becoming commonplace. 


There is also an "internal" pressure arising. 


Tyan ear vie datas sania 7 
eohievs ot 2a 190 tare) ad 1o% Prd ry ie 
od pabuatahes ota, REPONGS SH in vant ony - ‘o 
Son: tea soouwt “39 F% pase. ¢ 4 ae? 49 an taney ih 
ohio ett! Fata! 84 erro nea aA. ‘asiyeeh ate aes 


+o 840%7@- fq SF 2 ar <ul ath ‘e a. Poin ob a - i, +a! 
; : wi i 

Pe: peers Fire” Tere Ai apie aon ge2 enti 
jshanv to -Sevhed Wel oi tatiadeg “ato 


(iagrst om af ebhatya tne as Lawes ee 


re 
aD 


ae tt Lies 


now? 2 oh. eh et ligg “Wot Vane ogi! Sele vioretit oe pair 


4408 GuGnhnal te dat yt < aoteny each saver ene 


y 


Vetoee oe aw sip san aye fatoa eae 1 


ST cor” es +4 sta ene “tb sonata cr 


63% ane suai. ame as ‘veh vaaaen i baie? 
5 gat Fae Me as ia paul artes ni cts nie Sdaes a, Ebert fn al fe 
aoe ieee ine a BERby tite ahd fri, he EULRELE nail als ae a4 | 


“net Wier ‘dum Poe, hy ei Beweh Air? ea Fy 4 aid af" ont? 2 


pe Pon 


as adie eee bop dque bacien” vent tone Wai ity ‘a 
mo oe" ahs sigh i es ee: + Fiala si 18 ‘od: ag Fis vaste dl 


ae en sO re sank wee? gave eu ant logis ait ok. a 
- 2 ; : iY “ oot a 
 e. Ge eres adio Meret Thee hae oan "GT 4ay apteaue’: any attwy a 
. : ue 


ee be att sue, aaet iad +a sal Wi, ere : buh aatoete 


vuNteine ili z ‘iliac 4 Me igete ane 


ee 4 
: hee ig 
‘ 5 % i ® \ A “ae a E 
an : p*) 2 ni i. Sa a 


“aif 


According to Joseph Eaton (1952:333) many younger Hutterites 
were, even in 1952, internalizing some of the values and 
expectations of their American neighbours. At that time 
they desired more individual initiative and choice. Things 
once considered luxuries by older Hutterites were being 
regarded as necessities. The result of this form of internal 
pressure is that traditional concepts of right and wrong 
were being challenged. 

Eaton describes an institutionalized technique the 
Hutterites have developed to deal with various pressures 
for change, which he calls "controlled acculturation" 
(Eaton phOoDcso ston epitenS inisisidea thacta Hutter ites» tends ito 
"accept cultural innovations before the pressure for them 
becomes so great as to threaten the basic cohesiveness of 
the social'system " (Eaton, 1952:334). By accepting some 
of the less disruptive innovations, and rejecting all others, 
Hutterite leaders have been able to retain the loyalty of 
most of their youth and preserve their basic institutions. 
This method of controlled acculturation may be considered 
either as a way of preventing complete assimilation; or as 
a process slowly eroding the differences between Hutterites 
and the surrounding culture. 

In this comtext., 16 1s now very difficult for 
Hutterite colonies to maintain the close, informal relation- 
ships with each other that they once enjoyed. With rapidly 


increasing population size, it becomes increasingly 
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difficult to maintain intimate contact and thereby the 
uniformity of belief and custom which has enabled their 
survival as an autonomous culture. As their numbers 
increase so do contacts with the outside world. 

It is quite probable that certain religious beliefs, 
especially those influencing their high rate of reproduc- 
tion have experienced some form of modification. EOY 
example, there may exist today a tendency for a reduction 
in the frequency of sexual relations with increasing age; 
or changing values of women with respect to the advantages 
‘of fewer children to care for; or increasing health and 
other concerns for fewer children. Joseph Eaton speculated 
on these possibilities 20 years ago. In any case, an 
examination of present Hutterite birth rates and current 
family size would serve as a reliable indicator of possible 


changes in Hutterite beliefs or practice. 
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY 


The data used to analyze Hutterite population 
characteristics were obtained through a request for a 
special tabulation from Statistics Canada from the 1971 
Census of Canada. The data were in the form of aggregate 
totals for all Alberta Hutterites with respect to the 
following characteristics: 

1. age (five-year groupings) 

SeX 


marital status 


> wo PY 


family size 

5. number of children per family 

6. residence: farm or non-farm 

7. level of schooling 

8. place and period of immigration 

9. language of the home 

Prior to 1971, Canadian Censuses did not differen- 
tiate between Hutterites and Mennonites as religious groups. 
Both groups were coded as Mennonites and treated as a single 
religious category. Although these groups may share some 
religious precepts, there are very basic ideological 
differences between the two. In fact, it is the relative 
isolation of Hutterites in colonies which most obviously 


sets them apart from Mennonites. In Alberta there are 
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-approximately equal numbers of Hutterites and Mennonites. 

For this reason it is impossible to retrieve informa- 
tion on Hutterite population characteristics from Canadian 
Censuses prior to the 1971 Census, at which time the two 
religions were recorded separately. In order to make 
longitudinal comparisons the data collected by Eaton and 
Mayer in the early 1950's had to be relied on heavily. 

Demographic measures of fertility can be classified 
into two types - direct measures derived from the combina- 
tion of vital statistics and census data; and indirect 
‘measures derived from census age data alone. Among the 
more common direct measures are: the crude birth rate 
(C.B.R.); general fertility rate; total fertility rate 
Chur Res)sevandeage=specitic fertiatity rates (A. SiJFAR.) « 
Indirect measures of fertility include: the ratio of 
children aged 0-4 to women aged 15-49; the ratio of children 
aged 5-9 to women aged 15-49; the percent of the total 
population aged 5-9 years; and the percent of the total 
population aged 0-14 years. 

The most useful measures of fertility are the direct 
measures derived from both vital statistics and census 
data, in that they allow a more meaningful analysis of 
current or changing fertility levels. Estimates of several 
principal fertility measures (crude birth rate, age-specific 
birth rates, and the total fertility rate) were computed 


using the method presented by Bogue and Palmore (1964). 


30 


iwi hi. ave ees nine ane cin? 
| ae : = By = = ay 


. 
} uid aR US AW HAg? Ae be waa 
ahko 6s ASbNO 8! i Nas ited shel 
(taeee ad bes its 383 a . mtg lie f 
iid io le, eae Ly era aie 
Seer a he ppt? eae Fd on itt 
sees eke awa ee suenod: bas ee ee 
7 iA. “LaAnts ‘ate a Sih Aa ph ate se pie 
| . ar > aahy? sida anieese van st8'ng 
‘bes wi: ined fade. Nar Pat: dite Boog. 
, ee: Oe iP 13 lee ph itp? at Vane! aye toe v4 
he al as ; ee (haa, Seat 7 4 
9000 Sa ht pt a onal 8 a 
he 1 eae a gna rae StH2} the Tt Hit oo ‘guest 
4453 an oe hes ia iia) eae, ug wee nega 4 
; $e a eee A eae 18 bd Le asta 
7 aS, ory 4 eet f avs An Ce FeRaw : Jee ‘tam edt aol 


: 2 Bs co 7 
He: watd's 3 fa p's define waht ey Pap ee “ 


Fhe hahe Shas Ragu: ron 6 watts ya's wt oe crab 
- t ’ oad t t 
Rees. Bee ter ted: 21 avon 7 Liotta 


ome s a a al F 


J ye ghee sie Ry en . 5. de > <ainpauen va ew a eadantg =t 

: ; iat ; a j j : : | 
me rat has Ke i ia {SF 7 ud. Ll { rate ga oe v mh : rel e% apne a 4 
: s, 


a A ta Gh) semis ti Wa sini: ae Po ae teary ali: aes eaten . i 


* s cree 
wal, om ; as iran : : ret . ab =e 


| if et “i ; 
7 ? ory. a ty f 1 Aon : ut 8 » 
Pr Py eT Se A tek * a @ i 


31 


The series of estimating equations provided by Bogue and 
Palmore provide a useful tool for arriving at these direct 
measures of fertility when vital registration data are 
absent, but when a reasonably good census has been taken. 
Bogue and Palmore arrived at their estimating equations by 
analyzing the interrelationships among the direct measures 
of fertility derived from reliable data for a selection of 
Netions. ihe criteria tor selecting the countries to be 
studied was that reliable data had to be available on: 

(1) births by age of mother; (2) population by age and sex; 
(3) marital status by age and sex; and (4) deaths of infants 
during their first year of life. 

From these data for each country, the VanloUus aprect 
and indirect measures were computed and their inter- 
relationships examined. Bogue and Palmore found the 
relationships to be linear. They then developed a series 
of linear equations enabling one measure to be estimated 
from another. Only some of the direct and indirect measures 
discussed by Bogue and Palmore are computed for this study 
as follows: 

Crude Birth Rate 
To begin with, three separate estimates of crude birth 

rate are computed from the percentages of the total popula- 
tion 0-4, 5-9, and 0-14 years respectively. The coefficients 


for the linear equations are: 
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-4.2551 + (2.6263 x percent of population 0-4) 
-8.6670 + (3.2723 x percent of population 5-9) 
-11.724 + (1.1835 x percent of population 0-14) 


Totaduerer tility Rate 


The next measure computed is the total fertility rate 


which requires, among other data, the ratio of children 


O- 4 years to women 15-49 years of age. The total fertility 


rate is actually the sum of age-specific birth rates of 


women, at each age from 15 to 49 years. The equation is: 


[hel Peer 


bO0fas 7 OFIS) (ratio c/w O-4)° 4 11.319 Cinfant 
Mortality Rate) - 44.963 (Mean Age at Marriage) 
4928.4 (Index of Fertility Age Composition) 


7.2189 (percentage of women 45-49 Ever Married) 


For this equation, the mean age at marriage (M.A.M.) is 


computed using a technique developed by Hajnal (1953) since 


no direct figures on age at marriage were available from 


vital registration. Hajnal's technique will be discussed 


later. 


Also included in this equation is the term "index of 


fertility age composition" (I.F.A.C.), which refers to a 


ratio formed by: 
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{the number of births a particular country's 
female age distribution (converted to a 
standard million) would yield if it had the 


age-specific fertility rates for the world] 


[the number of births the world's female age 
distribution (converted to a standard million) 
yields when the world's age-specific fertility 
rates are applied.] 

The infant mortality rate (I.M.R.) used in the 
equation was the rate for Alberta generally in 1971, since 
it was not possible to obtain such a figure for Hutterites 
alone. It must therefore be assumed that no gross differ- 
ences existed between the mortality conditions for 
Hutterite infants and all other Alberta infants. This is 
not an unlikely assumption in that Hutterites have access 
to the same medical facilities as most other Alberta 
residents through prepaid medical insurance and Hutterite 
babies are born in conventional hospitals. 

Tne other two elements of the equation (the ratio of 
children age 0-4 to women 15-49, c/w 0-4, and the percentage 
of women 45-49 ever married, E.M.) were obtained directly 


from the census data. 


Age-Specific Fertility Rates 


Bogue and Palmore provide two different methods for 


estimating age-specific fertility rates from the total 
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fertility rate. The first method involves the direct 
computation of each age-specific rate from the total 
fertility rate using a series of regression coefficients. 

The second method involves estimating one age-specific 
rated romthe sto taliientiukity rate then, in..turn,. utilizing 
this age-specific rate to compute a subsequent age-specific 
rate. As each rate is computed for a particular age group, 
it is included in all subsequent calculations for the 
remaining age-specific rates. 

For the purposes of this analysis the second method 
presented by Bogue and Palmore is used, because it achieves 
a greater degree of precision in the estimates. In examin- 
ing the linear correlations provided by Bogue and Palmore 
between the total fertility rate and the various age- 
specific rdtes, it is evident that if the age-specific rates 
are computed independently the correlations range from a low 
of .711 to a high of .957 (Bogue and Palmore, 1964:319). 
However, by starting with the total fertility rate and 25-29 
year age-specific rate with a correlation of .957, and using 
this information in subsequent calculations, higher corre- 
lations are maintained throughout the series of age-specific 
rates. 

This second method is a somewhat involved procedure 


that can best be explained in terms of the following steps: 
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(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


Estimate one of the basic direct measuress in this 
casemthe totalvTentilitys rates from the indirect 
measures and supplementary indices (the ratio 

of children 0-4 years to women 15-49 years; 
infant mortality rate; mean age at marriage; 


index of fertility age composition; and 


percentage of women 45-49 years of age ever 


married). The equation for this estimate was 
given earlier. 

Establish the age-specific fertility rate for the 
age group 25-29 years. This group represents 

one of the high-rate childbearing age groups. The 
equation used Age 


A eben Cocoa Noe ont 060495 (01. RR.) =-02.1925 
CREMER) 


+0.9758 (percentage of Women 25-29 
(EM.2) 
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With the information obtained from steps (1) and (2) 
estimate the age-specific rate for the 20-24 age 
group, using the following equation 


A. SGRaRS +2024 .= 431 26644 020524201 (PRs) «=0 «3706 
(ALS FeR. (25-29) 


=0.6431 (i Mok =) 15.242 (8 Acie) 


+0.1720 (percentage of Women esr 
BoM. 


wD 


. 5 
ys Gh 5 mee. 
er er hi 
Med 

t 3 

r = 

PS ’ 


s 
5 
a To 
Pop 
a iy y 
. eity 


TRS2AIES? GBOtE: cis 


Aa Tt) 


ome oie rae 
ae ‘ : S 5 u mi 
L 7 y 
te ae Tee Fic 
uf 


eet Ea 


<t 
aTa 5) 


nova teaan 


: y 4 
Pe Ted Sare a7 
oy Lee 


i. 


7 : - . ie 4 = ; a " 

ue ehh i 4 
. “et 
> 7 aes 


ole 


he “ Bas % 


sa nes id fe ip 
Tick ee Oke 


id « 


Vala . 
('} 2adt2 mod? gare See ners 


OS! sie Bets eye ees 


%, Bree os 7 + 
— - i 
~~ O73 08 fe. pens Cie 


ot <2 RPP 
Puf at rf, ana ta> 


Seseti~ 6 Bale Raa o- 


nana | to peale *sa) ret .a+ 


- i 
; 4 
1 
’ 
x an 
¢: 
a — 
i 
7 a — 


ae Be pale pene 
Pr shhh as Sy torte 


Herc, OF erty ti ; 


gt no Hews att ee 
eee sb’ dy ae HS we 


FOX gSsas, 0099 a 
ars abt no. Rast nile 


Sh 


arent ail SRM | 
ari ae stanton, 


Fase “oes te a ae 


cage aii 


a) 


; ps j \ > “ 4 ay : 


Che é - 


ae oi 108 


‘sia. ® ee 


(4) With the information obtained from steps (1) and (3) 


(6) 


estimate the age-specific rate for the 15-19 age 
group, using the following equation: 
A\.SR Re. W5=i9) = 
~/als Ogle t UL Osoorahak. Ri.) tO .4470 (CASS “FSR. 120-24) 
=O). 26) UA Sarak, 25-291), +62 24585 ((MSA2M 4) 
+0.6949 (percentage of Women 15-19 E.M.) 


Estimate the age-specific rate for the 35-39 group 
with the information obtained in steps (1) and (4) 
and the following equation: 
A. Saige 5 339. 
=O. 5904" +70 5081/5 (Wek ake) 4024821 ((AnS FOR. 15-19) 
=O 3235 (ANS. 2024) —OaS225.40AxS oF. Roe25-29)) 
+0.1529 (M.A.M.) -0.1674 (percentage of Women 45-49 
E.M.) 
Using the computed age-specific rates for the age 
groups 25-29 and 35-39, estimate the rate for the 
30-34 group with the following equation: 
AL Sr Re wo U= sa 
Bpay3e = Obs SUN Ul boon 5457 CALS ERs hoot?) 
=O7607m(AuoeE ans 120-24 = -0n50c5 (AS. FoR. 125-29) 
=0.7804 (AS. FR. 35-39) -021776, (1.M.R2) 


-1.0513 (M.A.M.) -0.1227 (Percentage of Women srt 
EM. 
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(7) Using all of the age-specific rates computed 
previously, estimate the last two age-specific 
rates with these equations: 
A.S.F.R. 40-44 = 
20.009 + O-s4G0et | FR.) -O.7729 (ASF ER.) 15-19) 
rOmboes (Ayo. cO=24), ~0 76300 (A.S.F.R., 25-29) 
“070515 (A. aer. ne 60-34) =-0.6873' (A.S.F.R: 35-39) 


+1.1703 (M.A.M.) +0.0242 (percentage of Women 45-49 
bow.) 


A.S.F.R. 45-49 = 
SOu2sceu- UNG lh Gekhe) ets 06d 2, (Ags eb. Rus25<29: ) 
HOR 0SG0 (Ao ke COsc4) FO e047 ae (AS. FR... 35-39) 
GCN cee eae ane FO LOGS (1M. Ri) 


-0.2206 (M.A.M.) +0.0457 (percentage of Women 45-49 
E.M.) 


This seven step procedure for estimating age-specific 
Fertility rates im eEtTect Tres aesmooch curve to an 
originally established level of fertility. The estimations 
are refined from one step to the next. This means that the 
estimates for the latter age groups are probably more accurate 
than those for the early age groups. Unfortunately it is 
the early age groups which are most significant in terms 
of childbearing. 

A further weakness of the Bogue-Palmore technique for 
use in this study ot Hutterite fertility. is that ‘the 
estimating equations were developed from data collected in 


a variety of countries during the period 1955-60. 
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In addition, tne “index of fertility age composition" 
term used in these equations may distort the estimates for 
the Hutterite population. This eyo lementary index is 
included as a refinement for the equations, but was 
intended for use with respect to whole countries. The 
Alberta Hutterite population of 8,000 is too small for 
representation as a country. 

Inuorderstoumeasure; the accuracy.of the,crude birth 
rate as estimated by the Bogue-Palmore technique, another 
estimate of crude birth rate was calculated using a 
‘technique developed by Ré1é (1967). Ré16é's estimation of 
crude birth rate is based on knowledge of the population's 
gross reproduction rate (G.R.R.) and age distribution. The 
technique involves the following two erepe 

Ch) Estimation. 0f =the cumtransicmbi rch rete, wig Chis 
the expected birth rate of a population whose age 
distribution, 1s ‘similar tothat of a stable popu-= 
lation with the same age-specific fertility and 
mortality rates. Because this intrinsic birth 

rate is tied to a specific age distribution, it 

is unique for the given fertility and mortality 

conditions. The crude birth rate on the other 

hand changes with the actual age distribution of 


the population. 
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intrinsice bDirthsrate: 

Yai eon the Dp xXak ex’ 
Where x is the proportion of children 0-4 years to 
women 15-49 years. 

The ass baw andacecoeffieqients of the regression 

equation were derived from a table provided by Ré1é, 


which he computed from stable populations for a 


variety of expectations of life and child-woman ratios. 


Estimation of crude birth rate from intrinsic birth 
rate, using a ratio of weighted sum of women in the 


reproductive age groups to total population: 


¥ (Weighted sum + Total population) for the 
CeBa Re a=4 De. 


i iven population 
(Weighted sum + Total population) for the 
corresponding stable population 
The weights, b;,-used in this estimation are 
1,;7,;7,6,4,1 respectively for the 6 five-year age 
groups from ages 15 to 44. 


The ratio of weighted sum of women in the reproductive 


age groups to total population for the stable population was 
derived from a table provided by Ré1é (1967, Table 15: 

page 58). The stable population which was chosen as most 
closely corresponding the age distribution of the Hutterite 
population had a G.R.R. of 2.5 and expectation of life at 
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These values of G.R.R. and a 


were determined on the 
basis of some knowledge of the Hutterite age distribution. 
The expectation of life was guessed roughly, to the nearest 
10. Any error here wili have a relatively minor effect on 
the fertility estimation. The G.R.R. was estimated using 
the ratio of children 0-4 years to women 15-49 years and 
the following equation: 

y ’= Ta Se <b x 


-where y is the gross reproduction rate, and x is the 


child-woman ratio for a particular expectation of life. 


-the a and b coefficients are provided by Ré1é 

(1967; Table 4: page 22). 

Due to the absence of Hutterite vital registration 
data it was also ieee, to estimate the mean age at 
marriage from the census age data. To do this a relatively 
simple technique developed by Hajnal (1953) is used. The 
only information that is necessary is the Hutterite popu- 
lation with respect to age and the proportions single. The 
procedure is a means of computing the average number of 
years lived in the single state by those who marry before 
they reach 50. 

One must assume that given a cohort of 100 men or 
women, the number who remain single at each age as they 
pass through life, is equivalent to the percentages single 
in each census age group. One must also assume that no 


members of the cohort die between the ages of 15 and 55. 
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Hajnal outlines six steps to follow in computing the mean 
age at first marriage of those men or women who marry 
before the age of 50: 

(1) Estimate the number of years lived in the single 
state between the ages of 15 and 50 by the cohort 
of 100 (including those who have not married by 
ager50) Ssethiseispthecsumioh the tproportions 
single up to and including the 45-49 age groups, 
multiplied by 5 (the width of the age interval). 


(2) Add to this the 15 x 100 years lived as a single 


person before age 15. 


(3) Subtract the number of years lived by those who 
do not marryeby-age-50. | To do this, (i) average 
the proportions single in the 45-49 and 50-54 
age groups; (ii) multiply the result by 50 
and@subtract thisntigurentromd thesresulteot 
step (2); and (ii )esubtracte thea resulty of 
(i) Sfrom? 100. 


(4) Divide the total (ii) by the number who have 
married (iii). 
Model Life Table Estimates of Birth, Death 
and Growth Rates 
On the basis of information on Hutterite age distri- 


bution and expectation of life at birth, Coale and Demeny's 
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regional model life tables (1966) can be used to obtain 
additional estimates of crude birth rate, crude death rate 
and growth rate for the Alberta Hutterite population. A 
unique stable population is chosen from those presented by 
Coale and Demeny on the basis of the cumulative proportions 
of the male and female Hutterites in each five-year age 
grouping for a specified expectation of life. 

Since this information is not available for Hutterites 
specifically, it was necessary to utilize the expectation 
of life at birth for Alberta males and females generally. 
It is, therefore, assumed that the differences in mortality 
conditions between the Hutterites and the general population 
of Alberta are negligible. 

There is no one stable population which exactly 
parallels the Hutterite age distribution, however the 
selection is made as to the stable age distribution which 
is the closest. The birth, death, and growth rates for the 
stable population are then used as estimates for the 
Hutterite population. | 

The "West" model tables at mortality levels of 23 and 
24 were used in these estimates. Mortality level 23 has a 
female expectation of life at birth of 75.0 years, whereas 
for makes at hevelecas t. 1S. /loe years: ) Leved.-24 hasmwa 
female expectation of life of 77.5 years. These mortality 
levels were chosen on the basis of an Alberta female life 


expectancy of 77.30 years and male expectancy of 70.42 years, 
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in 1971. In examining these stable populations the age 
distribution which most closely parallels the Hutterite 


distribution has a G.R.R: of 2.5 for females, and 3.0 for 


males. 
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CHAPTER IV 


DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF ALBERTA HUTTERITES 


Hutterite Population Structure 


In any analysis of census data the question of the 
accuracy of the data itself must be considered. There are 
several conventional tests available to check for possible 
errors in enumeration or computation. These include exam- 
ination of age and sex ratios to ensure that no gross 
differences exist in the data, given a basic knowledge of 
the population (for example there should be approximately 
equal numbers of males and females). 

However, due to the small size of the Hutterite popu- 
lation and.the relative reliability of Canadian censuses, 
no specific tests of the data were performed here. It was 
assumed that any errors which might have occurred would be 


slight and therefore have little effect on the analysis. 


Age 


The Hutterite population remains very young, in the 
sense of having a large proportion of the total population 
under 15 years of age, 44% in 1971 (See Table 3). This 
compares to 31% of the remainder of Alberta's population 
being less than 15 (See Table 4). 

It can also be seen from these two tables that the peak 


age groupings for the Hutterite population are the ages 0-4 
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TABLE 3 


Distribution of the Hutterite Population by Age and Sex, 
Alberta, 1971 


Percent- Percent- Percent- 

(in years) Male age Female _age Total age 

0 - 4 475 155,35 455 Maya 93.0 HES 

5 - 9 475 Toes 465 ais, 940 1 
POr= 014 445 14.4 39.5 Vo2 940 14 
TS - 19 400 T2209 355 ives: 750 12 
20 - 24 265 8.6 260 us| oI) 9 
Cor co 245 7 529) 200 Onl! 440 7 
30 - 34 195 O93 185 Spey 380 6 
Seep oops, ess 4.4 165 Sot) 295 5 
40 - 44 EES Sa), 140 4.7 255 4 
45 - 49 95 Oil TS Sais: 215 4 
50 - 54 15 2.4 80 Lied. 160 3 
Sots 9 65 aa 65 2.2 130 2 
60 - 64 35 ita 50 der 85 ] 
65 - 69 35 est | 30 [ig 65 ] 
Total OGIO a 000 6,100 100 


Source: 1971 Census of Canada. 


} a 
' fe 
a a 
cy Bt \ ? 
= ty ae 
ey 1 Ate We mal A ye. 
= eh PT Cae EL) wk ela 
or Ph : sued 
‘ eb 7 ey yet ssi ih: be tints 
si Selb ria iA HF el " 
' Whe Boe 


TABLE 4 


Distribution of Non-Hutterite Population of Alberta 
by Age and Sex, 1971 


Age 

(in years) 
ay eae 

era es] 
10 - 14 
PS aem HO 
20 - 24 
25 =" 29 
30 - 34 
35 = 139 
40 - 44 
45 - 49 
50 - 54 
CY eae RS 
60 - 64 
65 - 69 
70+ 
Total 


Source: 


Male 
77,015 
91,635 
92,635 
81,820 
70,285 
59,605 
50,605 
51,125 
49,560 
44,530 
a7 r5 


32,690 


265099 
21,990 
SOS) 


824,925 
1971 Census of Canada. 


Female 
73,650 
88,220 
88,260 
78,345 
Zl 060 
58,670 
49,055 
47,030 
45520 
435/30 
365.895 
By? Le) 
2053 910 
2075005 
3900 


796,850 


Total 
150,665 
179,860 
iolee2i 
T6090, 170 
141,340 
iisec70 
997000 
96). 15.0 
94,680 
88,260 
74,070 
653005 
Oa I55 
41,995 
76,440 


PG 2e, 770 


Percentage 
9 
11 
(Fl 
10 
9 


100.0 
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years and 5-9 years. For the rest of Alberta they are 5-9 
and 10-14 years. This would also seem to indicate a high 
level of fertility within the Hutterite population. 

Table 5 indicates however, that the Hutterite popula- 
tion is not as young as it once was. The broad age cate- 
gories represented here show that over the age of 19 years 
there were slight increases in each category in 1971. In 
fact each rise in the proportions in the later age groups 
has come at the expense of the 0-5 age group. This youngest 
Group represents Oo, ess of the total in 1971 than it did 
in 1950. 

This also means there has been a slight increase in the 
percentage of the total population of reproductive age. How- 
ever, the increase was only 2% between cre ages 20-44 years. 

In viewing the older age categories in Tables 3 and 4, 
jt can be seen that after the age group 30-34 the Hutterite 
population has a smaller percentage in each five-year age 
grouping than do all other Alberta religions. The result is 
that only 4% of Hutterites are over 60, while 11% of the 


general Alberta population is over 60 years of age. 


Sex 

A different pattern emerges between the Hutterite pop- 
ulation and non-Hutterite population of Alberta when sex is 
examined as well. In almost half of the five-year age 
groupings (all of them in the older ages of the distribution) 


Hutterite females outnumber Hutterite males. The only 
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TABLE 5 


Age Distribution of the Hutterite Population 1950 and 
1971} 


0-5 5-19 20-44 45-64 


Year Total Years Years Years Years 
1950ier° 100 20 4] 29 8 
1971 100 15 4] 31 10 


Source: Eaton and Mayer (1953:215) and 
1971 Census of Canada. 
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exceptions are the age groups 65-69 years, where there are 
more men than women; and 55-59 years where there are equal 
men and women. In most of the younger age groups there are 
significantly more Hutterite males than females. For the 
remainder of Alberta's population women outnumber men in 
Only two age groupings (20-24 years and 70+). Previously it 
was shown Hutterite women were one of the few female groups 
who did not generally outlive their male counterparts. The 
explanation given for this was that Hutterite women exper- 
ienced poor health in their later years as a result of their 
‘frequent and extended childbearing. From the present data 
this would appear to be no longer the case. The Hutterite 
sexratio 1or the population over 40° years of age" in 1971 
was 87. This does not seem to indicate relative superiority 
of Hutterite men today. 

There has also been some change in the Hutterite sex 
ratio at birth between 1950 and 1971. In 1950 it was 101, 
whereas in 1971 it had risen to 103. This may explain the 
preponderance of males in the lower half of the Hutterite 


age “distribution for 1971; 


Marital Status 

In 1950 Cook reported that the average age at marriage 
for Hutterite women was 22.0 years and for men 23.5 years. 
(1954:103). This compared to the general U.S. population 
in 1950 was almost the same for men, 23.6 years, and slightly 


lower for women, age 20.5 years. The somewhat later age at 
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TAB Bs 6 


Average Ages at Marriage Alberta, United States 
andplhutteritess 11950cand 1971 


Population Male Female 


Age at marriage, 
United States 1950 23.6 20e5 


Age at marriage, 
Hutterites 1950 2325 2220 


Age at marriage, 
Alberta 1971 237 2 a4 


Age at marriage, 
Alberta Hutterites 197] 26.0 24.9 


Source: Cook, (1954:103), and 
1971 Census of Canada. 
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marriage for Hutterite women could significantly reduce 
their fertility performance during these prime childbearing 
years (age 20-29). This is especially true when there 
exist strong sanctions against pre-marital sexual relations. 

The effects of this factor on fertility performance 
can only have become more pronounced since 1950, because the 
Hutterite average age at marriage has become significantly 
higher in Alberta in 1971. For Hutterite men it has risen 
to 26.0 years and for women, 24.9 years. Due to the 
Hutterite culture's strong positive value on having children, 
‘and the fact that any form of birth control is considered 
sinful, a couple usually begins to have children immediately 
after their marriage. By increasing the average age at 
marriage by almost three years for both sexes, a significant 
number of births can be prevented during those early years. 
In order to measure the possible effect of this increase in 
age at marriage, a technique used by Krishnan (1971) to 
estimate the percentage change in birth rate attributable 
to changes in age at marriage was used. The results are 
discussed later in Chapter V. 

Another factor contributing to high fertility is: the 
orontion of the population who marry. In 1950 more than 
96% of the men and almost 86% of the women between the ages 
30-34 were currently married. (Cook, 1954:103). In 1971 the 
situation was very similar, 87.2% of the Hutterite men in 


Alberta were, or had been married; and as in 1950, 86% of 
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The Hutterite Population of Alberta by Marital Status, 


Age, and Sex, 1971 
Males 
Married, 
Percent- Widowed Percent- Total 
Age Single agea and Divorced age 
15. - 19 395 98.8 5 Tee 400 
20 - 24 230 86.8 30 Ths 265 
255- 29 90 305/ 155 O33 245 
30 - 34 20 10.3 170 SUES 195 
35° = 39 10 7.4 120 88.9 39 
40 - 44 5 4.3 110 95.7 15 
45 - 49 5 Did 90 94.7 95 
50 - 54 5 Ons 70 3-3 ho 
sie ido 5) 757 60 OZ. 65 
60 - 64 ~ 35 100.0 35 
G5 a=. 69 - Shs 100.0 35 
70+ - 40 100.0 40 
Source: 1971 Census of Canada. 


@The 1971 Census of Canada utilized a technique of rounding 


all figures to the nearest 5 or 10. 


For this reason 


subtotals do not always yield the total reported when 


summed. 


lt isy therefore, 
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TABLE 8 


The Hutterite Population of Alberta by Marital Status, 
Age and Sex, 1971 


Females 
Married, 
Percent- Widowed Percent- 

Age Single age and Divorced age oita:l 
15° - 19 350 98.6 0 0 gi 
20 - 24 180 69.2 75 29 260 
25 = 29 70 35;..0) 130 65 200 
30 - 34 25 alee) 160 86 185 
35.639 30 Lo 140 85 GS 
40 - 44 30 fond GR 110 79 140 
45-49 20 17.4 95 83 115 
50 - 54 10 V2s5 75 94 80 
60 - 64 5 10-0 40 80 50 
65 - 69 5 167 30 100 30 
70+ 0 0 45 100 50 


Source: 1971 Census of Canada. 


@pue to the rounding of Census figures, percentages 
do not necessarily total to 100. 
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the Hutterite women (See Tables 7 and 8). It is difficult 
to explain the 10% drop in married men between 1950 and 1971, 
except that it could be due to an inappropriate sex ratio. 

At the earlier ages, 20-29 years, the percentage of 
Hutterite onen who have been or are married is greater than 
that for males. However, after age 29 the percentage of ever 
married males becomes increasingly greater than females in 


each age grouping. 


Family Size 


Hutterite family size has always been very large. Robert 
Cook reported a slight increase in completed family size in 
1950 from 1880. (1954:100). Women aged 45-49 years in 1950 
averaged 10.9 children; while women aged 70-74 years in 1950 
averaged 9.2 children. He explained the differential as being 
due to improved medical care for the younger women and their 
infants, which would mean they, as a group, were subject to 
less pre-natal, infant and maternal mortality. 

The 1971 Canadian Census data reveal a mean family size 
of 5.6 persons in the Hutterite population. (See Table 9). 
This appears to indicate a significant decrease in overall 
Hutterite family size. The mean family size for all other 
Alberta religions was 3.7 persons in 1971. Unfortunately, 
it is impossible to determine a measure of completed family 
size for the Hutterites from the 1971 Census data. 

In line with this development, there has of course been 


a corresponding drop in the mean number of children per 
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Families by Number of Persons in Family 
Alberta, 1971 


No.of Persons Percent- All Other Percent- 

2 5) 14 F2 Hiv3275 SAS) Ay! 

3 105 Utee9 74,855 19.6 

4 115 1 BUsi 30 21.4 

5 120 13.6 54,180 14.2 

6 ns 5.5 2975530 ey 

i) ken TAy 2 13,940 See 

8 35 G3 5,425 1.4 

9 35 4.0 2505/0 0.7 
10+ T25: 14.2 Zsec0 0.6 
Total 885 OO TO SOV s7/0 MOOR Uses. 
Mean ono Sa 


Source: 1971 Census of Canada. 
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TABLE 10 


Families by Number of Children (0-24 years) 
per Family, Alberta, 1971 


No. of 
Children Percent- Al] Percent- 
Per Family Hutterite age Other Alberta age 

0 155 Vwes4 W755 2953 
1 110 12.4 74,665 19.6 
2 95 1027 G31, 93.0 227.0 
3 {es iose Wiz Seen OTs 14.6 
4 Lo 8.4 30,585 8.0 
5 ls 1239 14,295 Seal 
6 | 50 5316 Sree oi) 5 
7 35 329 2,670 O07, 
8+ LAG Wd Cio 0.6 

Total 890 100.0 ete PA Ioe 100.0 

Mean 4.4 | Teall 


Source: lo lestensus. Of. .Canada.. 
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Hutterite family. (See Table 10). In 1971 it delcined to 
4.4 per family. This is a noticeable change from the com- 
pleted family size of 10.9 and 9.2 reported by Cook in 1954. 
It is likely that were it possible to determine completed 
size for 1971 as well, the difference would not be quite as 
large; but the figures presented do serve to indicate the 
direction and magnitude of a possible trend towards smaller 
family size. 

Even in 1971, 13.5% of the Hutterite families had eight 
or more children. However, there was a much larger concen- 
tration (55.7%) who were at the other end of the scale and 
had three children or less, but clearly were far from com- 


plete reproductively. 


Language Spoken at Home 


The vast majority of Alberta Hutterites are of German 
descent. This is reflected in the figures on language spoken 
at home. (See Table 11). It shows that approximately 93% of 
Alberta Hutterites consider German their first language. The 
next most common language is English, representing a mere 
4.5% of the total. The only other language to hold a visible 
portion of the total is Dutch, with almost 2%. 

These figures very definitely indicate the high degree 
of cultural homogeneity within the Hutterite population. 
Despite the pressures to utilize English in any business 
transactions they are managing to maintain the use of German 


at home for their children. In fact, it is somewhat 
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TABLE S14 


Hutterites by Language Spoken at Home 
Alberta, 1971 


Language Number Percentage 
English } 275 4.51 
French 5 0.08 
German 5,690 935135 
Dutch 120 1.96 


Other 5 On08 


Total 6,095 100.00 
Source: 1971 Census of Canada. 


TABLE 12 


Hutterites by Farm Residence, Alberta, 1971 


Number Percentage 
Farm - dwelling 5,800 95.2 
Not farm - dwelling 295 4.8 


Total 6,095 100.0 
Source: 1971 Census of Canada. 
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disappointing that the figures do not reveal a prevalence of 
English as a second language. Peas -Guite™ Tikely that=a ts 
use is increasing despite the fact that German is most often 


spoken at home. 


Residence 

As might well be expected the vast majority of the 
Hutterite population continues to reside on farms (95.2% of 
the total). As in the case of language spoken at home, this 
would also seem to indicate a lack of change in general 
Hutterite lifestyle. 

This has significant bearing on the pressure Hutterites 
have been experiencing recently with respect to the acquisi- 
tion of new farm lands, both for the expansion of old colon- 
jes and the establishment of new ones. It requires vast 
amounts of land to support several thousand people by farming, 
even if it is a collective. It is evident, however, that 
pressure for space has not yet forced the Hutterite popula- 
tion to alter their lifestyle to any great extent to include 
more non-farming, spatially concentrated activities (i.e., 
processing or manufacture of farm goods). At least, if this 


has occurred, it does not show up in the census tabulations. 


Level of Schooling 


Traditionally, Hutterites have been responsible for 
their own education and have maintained a school within 


each colony. For the most part they do not consider formal 
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education past the grade eight level as a necessity. Any- 
thing beyond this does not add much to their ability to 
study their religion, or participate in farming activities. 

This pattern is demonstrated in Tables 13 and 14. Of 
those attending school full-time in 1971, 41.3% were between 
grades five and eight; and 53.7% were in grade five or less. 
Only 5% had proceeded beyond grade eight. 

A similar trend applies to those Hutterites who were 
not attending school full-time in 1971. Of these people 82% 
had at that time less than a grade ten education. The figures 
in these two tables apply only to those Hutterites over five 
years of age, and therefore at or beyond school age. 

These figures, when compared to the remainder of 
Alberta's population reveal a larger proportion of the 
Hutterite school population concentrated in the lower grades. 
Of the total Alberta school population 35.5% were in grade 
nine or above, compared to 5% of the Hutterites. 

The same thing applies to that portion of the popula- 
tion who has left school on a full-time basis. For all other 
Alberta religions, 67.6% did’ so after reaching at least grade 


eleven, compared to 17.8% of Hutterites. 


Period of Immigration 


Table 15 reveals that the major part of Hutterite immi- 
gration to Canada occurred before 1945. Before this date 
510 people entered the province (all of them from the United 


States). This group represents only 8.4% of the total 
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TABLE 15 


Immigration of Hutterites into Alberta 


Period Birthplace Number Percentage 
Before 1931-1945 URAS SAN 510 8.4 
1946-1955 Germany 15 OZ 

she 5 Gel 
1956-1964 Germany 5 O21 
USSR: 5 0.1 
Other? 1 O22 
1965-1968 Germany 5 Oral 
US TA 5 Os} 
1969-1971 WES AZ 5 Ol 
Canadian born Sh ests) 90.7 
Total 65105 100.0 


*Other: countries other than U.K., Germany, Italy, 
Poland, Republic. of, Ireland, U.S.A., 
Australia, Central America, Hungary, or the 
WSS. Seuks 


Sounce: 1971. Gensus of) Ganada:. 
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Hutterite population in 1971; but 89.5% of all non-native 
Canadian Hutterites. In fact it is apparent that there has 
been relatively little Hutterite immigration to Alberta 
since 1945. 

Of those who have immigrated the vast majority have 
come from the U.S., although a few have come directly from 
Germany. This does not mean to imply, however, that the 
former immigre's were all native Americans. 

This information serves to indicate the importance of 
natural increase to Hutterite population growth. Although 
the population is not entirely closed to migration, unlike 
most other populations its international movements are 
minimal. The matter of inter-provincial migration is quite 
different however. There is virtually Rominearna tien pre- 
sently avatlable to indicate the extent of such movement. 
One can only assume that the Hutterite culture is not by 
nature migratory, unless forced to be so through persecution 
or a general necessity to establish new colonies. Even so, 
the majority of new colonies branching out, appear to have 
done so within the original province (with the exception of 
the period 1951-56 when 377 Hutterites left Alberta to 
we in Saskatchewan). 

For this reason the following discussion of Hutterite 
fertility and mortality is most important in explaining 


their remarkable growth pattern. 
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Hutterite Population Dynamics 


Estimates of Fertility 


Several estimates of crude birth rate for the 
Hutterite population were obtained using the three differ- 
ent techniques developed by Bogue and Palmore, Rele, and 
Coale and Demeny as previously detailed. These estimates 
are presented in Table 16. 

The range of these estimates is quite extensive, and 
each one has its relative merits and weaknesses. Rather 
than selecting one estimate as the "true" measure of 
Hutterite fertility, they are all presented to provide the 
interval within which the true estimate lies. 

It is significant that the lowest estimates of crude 
birthirate are thosesbased on, the;proportion of the. popu- 
lation aged 0-4 years. These estimates are consistently 
lower than those based on the proportion of the population 
5-9 years of age. It would appear that more recent 
fertility (children 0-4) is much lower than it was five 
years before (children 5-9). Of course that is assuming 
there were no major differences in infant mortality 
affecting the two age groups. 

In 1956 the general Alberta C.B.R. was 28.0, but by 
1971 it had dropped to 18.8. Although the province as a 
whole experienced a very significant drop in its C.B.R. 


between 1956 and 1971, the change in Hutterite C.B.R. is 
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TASEE. 16 


Estimates of Hutterite Crude Birth Rate From 


19771 “Census of Canada Data 


Estimation CBR 
Technique Census Base 0/00 
Bogue-Palmore Percentage of population 
0-4 years 3569 
Percentage of population 
3-9 years 41.7 
Percentage of population 
0-14 years 40.7 
Ré1é Children(0-4)/women(15-49) 32.9 
Children(5-9)/women(20-54) 40.3 
Coale-Demeny Cumulative proportions in 
age groups 0-4, 5-9, 10-14, 
15-19 38.9 


Source: Author's computations. 
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more outstanding in light of their apparent rejection of 
birth control practices. 

By using the percentage of the Hutterite population 
0-4 years of age, it is estimated that the total fertility 
rate in 1971 was 5,095. This means approximately 5.1 
children per woman. This figure is much higher than that 
for Ailbenta ast abwhole (7.F..R.0 2,435: or, 2.4. children per 
woman). 

The ratio of children 0-4 years to women 15-49 years 
was used to estimate age-specific fertility rates, using 
the Bogue-Palmore technique, which are given in Table 17. 

Table 17 reveals that although Hutterite fertility 
remains high, its pattern has definitely changed Since, 1950! 
Somewhat surprisingly, considering the rise in average age 
at marriage for the Hutterites, their 15-19 age-specific 
COCCUPULY Vave Nas misSene fromelesOr lor .42. 4.0? This? isodi1tt.1- 
cult to explain, although it may in part be accounted for 
by an increasing number of marriages in this age group. 
However, the Hutterite age-specific fertility rate for those 
15-19 years remains lower than that of the general Alberta 
population. 

For all the other age groups Hutterite fertility rates 
have declined, most significantly in the later ages. In 
addition, the peak period of fertility previously was 
between the ages of 30 and 34 at a level of 391.1, whereas 


in 1971 it was between ages 25 and 29 at only 300.5. The 
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Rge-Specifitc Ferttiitys=Rates (0/00) For All“Alberta, 1971; 
Alberta Hutterites, 1971; United States, 1946-50; 
and Hutterites (U.S. and Canada), 1946-50 
(per 1000 female population in corresponding age group) 


Alberta 

Age Hutterites United States Hutterites Alberta 
(in years) 1946-50 1946-50 1971 1971 
15-19 1220 74.8 42.4 54.0 
20-24 Ach EG) T9033 20 line Weo8 
25-29 3o257 T63.2 30075 154.4 
30-34 | . SO lies NO2.'S 230.8 78s) 
35-39 344.6 54.2 Waieed st.5 
40-44 208.3 Pov bon 2 Se / 
45-49 42.1 ee 8.6 05,9 


Source: (Cook (1954799): Alberta Vital Statistics, 
Preliminary Annual Report, 1971, Catalogue 
84-201, table 6, p.15; and 1971 Census of 
Canada. 
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general trend appears to be toward high fertility at lower 
ages and an earlier and more sudden drop in fertility as 
the female population ages. 

By applying the Hutterite age-specific fertility 
rates to the overall Alberta age distribution, it would be 
possible to demonstrate that total Hutterite fertility 
would be less with an older population (such as that of the 
province as a whole). It is the combination of high age- 
specific Hutterite fertility and a relatively high propor- 
tion of the Hutterite population of reproductive age which 


contributes to their high: level, of total fertility. 


Estimates of Mortality and Growth Rate 

Coale and Demeny's model life table supplied an 
estimate of crude death rate and growth rate as well as 
crude pareh rate. As was mentioned previously the West 
model table used was based on a reported life expectancy at 
Dictth for Alberta ain. 19741),001 70-42 years for men and 77.30 
years for women. The crude death rate for the corres- 
ponding stable age distributions for men and women were 
4.2-anG 23.58 respectively). | 

Because the Rélé estimates of crude birth rate are not 
sensitive to mortality, to the extent that expectation of 
life at birth may be estimated to the nearest 10, these 
estimates may be used to arrive at a measure of infant 


mortality. This is accomplished by applying the Ré1é 
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estimates of crude birth rate to Coale and Demeny's west 
model tables with the appropriate age distribution. The 
result is a female infant mortality rate of 9.01 and a male 
rateof 21486. 

These death rates, in combination with the crude birth 
rates applicable to the stable age distributions yield a 
male growth rate of 38.1 and a female growth rate of 31.9, 
for the Hutterite population. 

The corresponding rates for Alberta as a whole in 
1971 were a crude death rate of 6.5 and rate of natural 
increase of 12.3. The Hutterite crude death rate is lower 
than that of Alberta as a whole for the same time period, 
despite exposure to the same mortality conditions. The 
difference is almost entirely due to the raat proportion of 


the Hutterite population under 15 years of age. 
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CHAPTER V 


INDECATORS: OF] SOCIAL \CHANGEs IN: THE 
HUTTERITE POPULATION 

Every society or population is subject to constant 
social change through modification of established patterns 
of behavior or organization. We are well aware of changes 
which have occurred in Canada as a whole in the past 25 
years, regarding values governing marriage and family size. 
With increasing concern for the educational and career 
‘patterns of women, and values related to pre-marital sexual 
relations, abortion, and single parenthood; it is not sur- 
prising that there should result Changes in the timing of 
both marriages and births. 

The Hutterite population of Alberta, despite its 
isolated condition, does not exist in a vacuum. In fact, 
because of its rapidly increasing size, it is becoming 
increasingly difficult for Hutterite colonies to maintain 
the close, informal relationships with each other that they 
once enjoyed; and thereby the uniformity of belief and 
custom which has enabled their survival as an autonomous 
culture. As their numbers increase so do their contacts 
with the outside world and their exposure to external 
stimuli for change. 

It is quite probable that certain religious beliefs, 


particularly those influencing their high rate of 


70 


hs 


Pi 5 4 ¥y 4 


re Ny 5 sar hyey ris oF neon, 2 uhatas a 


)xar bees Sinwatq. 02 hovals toad “ay june sonia a 
ron 34°93 : id shy 2 fanny pale ala od 


ah eek 


. ; ‘ 2d? i 
ent aioe 084, 2 ia (ws 7: LT gaa asta Pode tee 
ee ae . i to Mae Ase isl 
r —— . } bie B . ty 
aia aie vote bit, you 


ent Aru eas ind meth i. pene aN 
Ei Mh iti aeey . «Pet amet 
NAtROee ce wel ae caer. ouiseyodt 


abate hee 43 aan . Fo cleat aot lili ar 


1 i: ; 
wait ang Mai 0 ean’ sty) seid ehtteneas Aint peta: bee ¢ 
ie eaipaied L308 y Pi A Gaae SH} : i> vats phe aeuahon 991 

Oana sbomagorys ue ‘be Devine vai igi igtne.; ean isto woes) We 


3 264409. a hpAd. peo oe r Beeston, 4 scm +P As me: sesustus 4 se 

Faieeatns = 2" 2BiyKy rent i bf -yow oven and: mnie " me. 
Stuer > ae Sig det viataa. 
me. Batted ayeigt tan at eae, Santi sock Bet re tH rs ae i 


“ Pa! ] i vate e . a a vir . 


mae oe, ” * oP, ats ra ia Asis iat | 


am 7 cs - . 
. tT 7 [UWS es 
7 mY 2 is ie US. . ae : 7 7 ® 


71 


reproduction have experienced some form of informal modi- 
fication. With these considerations in mind, this study 
attempted to test the following hypotheses: 
1. The Hutterite birth rate in Alberta in 1971 
was less than that previously recorded for 


Hutterites. 


2. The growth rate of the Alberta Hutterite 
population was lower in 1971 than previously 


recorded rates. 


3. AS a consequence of the above two trends the 
age distribution will indicate a lesser pre- 
dominance of youth (proportion of the total 


population under 15 years of age). 


4. The average age at first marriage of Alberta 
Hutterites was higher in 1971 than that 
previously recorded. 

The profile of the Alberta Hutterite population as it 
existed in 1971 presented here, fills in many gaps in our 
knowledge of this unique religious group. It is important 
to recognize, however small, the degree to which Hutterite 
demography has changed, even though the Hutterite population 
has maintained an amazingly similar profile. 

The major changes that have occurred relate to the 


elements of population dynamics (for example fertility, 
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Fertility: The Hutterite crude birth rate has 
declined from a level of 45.9 in 1950 to 38.4 
(an average of the estimates) in 1971. This 
amounts to a 16.3% decline in 21 years. 

The age-specific fertility rates declined 
Significantly in every five-year age group 
between 20 and 49 years from 1950 to 1971. 
Only the 15-19 age-specific rate increased. 
As a result of the lower birth rate there is a 
lesser proportion of the total population 
between the ages of 0 and 5 years. The per- 
centage of Ne total declined from 20 in 1950 
Voalo. ne 9 fhe 


Age at Marriage: The Hutterite mean age at 


marriage has risen from 22.0 years to 24.9 years 
for femates;? and trom’ 2s,.5> years? to 26.0. years 


for males between 1950 and 1971. 


Mortality: Hutterite female mortality has declined 
to the point where there are now more females than 
males in the age groups over 40; whereas in 1950 
males outnumbered females in the latter half of 


the age distribution. 
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4. Rate of Natural Increase: The Hutterite rate of 
natural increase has declined from 41.5 in 1950 
to735.5e(€average figure) cimel971. This» repre- 


sents a 14.5% decline. 


Determinants of Change 
Despite the fact that Hutterites are continuing to 


exist as a highly cohesive social group, it is obvious that 
the degree of the decline in their fertility indicated here 
is not a chance fluctuation. Eaton and Mayer (1953:282) 
prnciceated that certaimabirthecontrol practices suchas 
sterilization and rhythm method may have been coming into 
use in 1950, primarily amongst women over the age of 35. At 
that time they had little data to substantiate their hypo- 
CHES 1S! other than preliminary observation of a high 
incidence of abdominal surgical scars in women over 35, 
which led them to speculate that not all sterilizations 
were performed for medical reasons. In any case, the 
implications of such possibilities would not have been 
visible for some time. It may be that the decline in age- 
specific fertility shown here is the observable effect of 
an unofficial change of attitude amongst Hutterite women 
with respect to the advantages of fewer children. 

However, there appears to be a trend in the opposite 
direction, towards higher fertility, among younger 


Hutterite women. This analysis reveals the rise in age at 
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marriage as explaining virtually all of the reduction in 
crude birth rate. In fact, based on the technique des- 
cribed by Krishnan (1971), the increase in female average 
age at marriage from 22.0 years to 24.9 years would yield 

a 29% reduction in crude birth rate. However, the crude 
birth rate only declined 25% (based on the Coale and 

Demeny estimate), so it would appear there was an additional 
factor which limited the actual fertility decline due to age 
at marriage. This additional factor is probably the 
increase in fertility of younger Hutterite women, as 
‘indicated by the increase in the 15-19 age-specific fertility 
rate. The apparent increase in fertility of Hutterite women 
aged 15-19 could be a function of increased participation in 
pre-marital sexual relations, although it is likely that any 
pregnancies resulting from such relations would subsequently 


be legitimized. 


Areas of Little Change 


Areas in which the Hutterites appear to have changed 
very little relate to general population characteristics. 
For example the vast majority (93%) of Alberta's Hutterites 
have maintained German as their first language, 95% main- 
tain farm residence, and 82% of those Hutterites not 
attending school full-time have less than grade 10 education. 
These factors indicate the continuing high degree of cul- 


tural homogeneity within the Hutterite population. Despite 
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extern alapressuress totale. Eng) ish, in, business. transac. 
tions, and pressure for land to pursue agricultural 
activities, the Hutterites appear not to have altered their 
traditional lifestyle. Unfortunately the census tabulations 
on language spoken at home provide no indication as to 
knowledge of English as a second language. In addition the 
census tabulations do not indicate any possible specializa- 
ceroneOr Extension, Of agricultural activities-into ‘such 
tnings as processing or manufacturing of goods. It is quite 
possible that external pressures are not yet great enough to 
necessitate these changes, but in any case the census data 
are insufficient to provide any useful information in 


this regard. 


Some Areas that Need Inquiry 

The major questions left unanswered in this study 
concern the reason for the decline in Hutterite fertility 
jin the later ages, and the manner in which it has been 
brought about. In addition, there is the question of why 
fertility increased at the younger ages. A much more 
specific study of current Hutterite attitudes to marriage; 
pre-marital sex, and family planning attitudes and 
practi es is necessary before these questions can be 
answered. 

More information is also needed on the extent of 


Hutterite inter-provincial and intra-provincial movements. 
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It has been assumed throughout the present study that such 
movements are minimal and, therefore, have little effect 

On population growth. Traditionally this has been the case, 
however as fertility patterns appear to have changed, it may 
be interesting to examine population mobility as another 


aspect of Hutterite lifestyle subject to change. 
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CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


The past and present pattern of growth of the 
Hutterite population of North America depends primarily on 
an unusual fertility experience. Mortality conditions among 
the Hutterian Brethren are similar to those of the average 
Canadian; and due to certain religious precepts it is in 
essence a population closed to migration; therefore fertility 
performance is the major distinguishing demographic feature 
Of the Hutterite population. “It Ws’ forethis reason the 
present study attempts to monitor the course of recent 
Alberta Hutterite fertility performance, with emphasis on 
the possibility of changing fertility patterns. 

The ‘known characteristics of the Hutterite population 
have been compared to those of a theoretical stable or quasi- 
stable population. The Hutterites come very close to repre- 
senting a stable population, in that they have maintained 
an approximately similar shaped population pyramid for the 
decades 1910 to 1950. 

In discussing the cultural determinants of Hutterite 
demography it has been pointed out that they represent a 
"pnrimitive" population in having cultural patterns favouring 
high fertility; but are quite "modern" in their acceptance 
of patterns affecting mortality. Many Hutterite cultural 


traditions create a social environment favouring maximum 
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human fertility, however there are also many additional 
factors which act to lower reproduction below a "true 
maximum". All of these factors are examined in light of 
continually increasing external and internal pressures for 
social change. 

The data used to analyze Hutterite population 
characteristics originate from a request for a special 
tabulation from the 1971 Census of Canada. Estimates of 
fertility (crude birth rate, total fertility rate, and age- 
specific fertility rates); mortality (crude death rate and 
‘infant mortality rate); marriage (average age at marriage); 
and growth (rate of natural increase) are derived from the 
census data. In addition Hutterite characteristics such as 
age distribution, level of schooling, language spoken at 
home, and ‘period of immigration are also examined. The 
results of the analysis of 1971 Hutterite data have been 
compared to data collected by Eaton and Mayer (1953), who 
conducted an extensive study of Hutterite demography in 1950. 

The results of the analysis reveal significant changes 
in recent Alberta Hutterite demography in the following 
areas: 

1. The Hutterite crude birth rate has declined 

frON rm heveiwot 645.9 in 1950 to 38.4 in 19712 

The age-specific fertility rates also declined 
significantly in every five-year age group between 
20 and 49 years. Only the 15-19 age-specific rate 


increased. 
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As a result of the lower birth rate there is a 
lesser proportion of the total population between 


the ages of 0 and 5 years between 1950 and 1971. 


2. The Hutterite mean age at marriage has risen 
from 22.0 years to 24.9 years for females; and 
from 23.5 years to 26.0 years for males between 


T950and: (971. 


3. Hutterite female mortality has declined to the 
point where there are now more females than 
males in the age groups over 40; whereas in 
1950 males outnumbered females in the latter 


half of the-age. distribution. 


4. The Hutterite rate of natural increase has 
Geclineég= tron 4:25. itiel IO00tOL 35.5 In. lost: 
rn, conclusion there isa Drier discussion of posstble 
determinants of these changes, including such possibilities 
as the adoption of birth control practices, postponement of 
marriage to defer childbearing, and increasing prevalence 


cf premarital sexual relations. 
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Name 


. Rockport 

. Old Elmspring 

. New Elmspring 

a Milford 

. Big Bend 

. Miami 

. Elmspring 

. Hutterville 

- New Rockport 
mOteikd 

-Rocklake 
-Sunnysite 

-Macmillan 


Greys tal PSD KING 


.Newdale 
-Acadia 

.New Milford 
.Rosedale 


9.Springside 


-Handhills 
-Newel] 
-Bow City 


. Stand-off 


West Raley 
Wilson Siding 
Springvale 
Rosebud 

East Cardston 


—sS tannwiul ie 


New York 
Ewelme 

-New Rosebud 
-Pincher Creek 
-Granum 

-Wolf Creek 
-Riverside 
.Lakeside 
-oanania.l 


Alberta 


Alberta 


APPENDIX A 
List of Alberta Hutterite Colonies as of 1964: 


Address 


Magrath 
Magrath 
Magrath 
Raymond 
Cardston 
New Dayton 
Warner 
Magrath 
New Dayton 
Raymond 
Wrentham 
Warner 
Cayley 
Magrath 


‘Queenstown 


Oyen 
Winnifred 
Etzikom 
Duchess 
Hanna 
Bassano 
Bow City 


Ft.Macleod 


Cardston 


Lethbridge 
Rockyford 
Rockyford 
Cardston 
Rockyford 
Maybutt 
Ft.Macleod 
Beiseker 
Pincher Creek 
Granum 
Sort wg 
Ft.Macleod 
Cranford 
Beiseker 
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Year Founded 
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Name 


.Cayley 

. Thompson 
.-Fairview 
Pine Hull 
.Tschetter 
.Camrose 
-Ferrybank 
.Holt(Irma) 
.Red. Willow 
SPUD TOCK 
-SCOLETFOrG 
-Spring Creek 
-Sunshine 
.Veteran 

yO ROS 

-Huxley 

“BOX Elder 
-Minburn 
-Ribstone 

PO DY Tid OaMt 


Source: Peters, 


Address Year Founded 


Cayley 
Glenwood 
Crossfield 
Ponoka 
Irricana 
Camrose 
Ponoka 
Irma 

Red Willow 
Pibrock 
Ft.Saskatchewan 
Walsh 
Hussar 
Veteran 
Marwayne 
Huxley 
Walsh 
Minburn 
Edgarton 


Brockett 


T2360 


oor, 
Sas, 
1944 
1948 
1948 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1953 
1953 
1956 
1956 
1956 
Hos 7, 
1956 
1960 
1960 
1960 
1960 


Population 
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